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VIRGIL - Purecell

The story of Dido and Aneas told through scenes from
Purcell's opera and readings from Virgil's epic poem The
Aneid

The Eneld

By Publius Vergilius Maro (Virgil) 70 BC - 19 BC
English translation by Robert Fagles

Dido, or Elissa, Queen of Carthage................ Kathryn Worth

Dido and Z&neas

Music by Henry Purcell 1659-1695
Libretto by Nahum Tate 1652-1715

Overture

ACT 1 The Palace

Belinda: Shake the cloud from off your brow

Chorus: Banish sorrow, banish care

Dido: Ah! Belinda, | am press'd with torment

Belinda, Dido, Second Woman: Grief increases by concealing
Chorus: When monarchs unite

Dido, Belinda, Second Woman: Whence could so much virtue spring
Belinda, Second Woman: Fear no danger to ensue

Chorus: Fear no danger to ensue

Belinda: Pursue thy conquest, Love

Chorus: To the hills and the vales

The Triumphing Dance

ACT 2 scene 1 The Cave

Prelude for the witches

Sorceress: The Queen of Carthage, whom we hate

Chorus: Ho ho ho

First Witch, Second Witch, Sorceress: Ruin'd ere the set of sun?
Chorus: Ho ho ho

First Witch, Second Witch: But ere we this perform

Chorus: In our deep vaulted cell

Echo Dance of Furies

Act 2 scene 2 The Grove

Second Woman: Thanks to these lonesome vales
Chorus: Thanks to these lonesome vales
Belinda: Oft she visits this lone mountain

Dido: The skies are clouded

Belinda: Haste, haste to town

Chorus: Haste, haste to town

Act 3 scene 1 The Ships

First Sailor: Come away, fellow sailors, come away
Chorus: Come away, fellow sailors, come away
The Sailors' Dance

Act 3 scene 2 The Palace

Dido: But Death, alas! | cannot shun

Chorus: Great minds against themselves conspire
Dido: Thy hand, Belinda

Dido: When | am laid in earth

Chorus: With drooping wings ye Cupids come




